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A few reminders:
Drop your questions in the Q&A as we 
go!

➔ Request a follow-up meeting
➔ Next webinar

A recording of this presentation will be emailed within the next few days.

Yes, this is being 
recorded!

Links provided at the end of the 
webinar:
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TREND #1

Assessing Efforts to 
Reduce Food Waste
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Taking stock of progress

United 
Kingdom

Japan United States

27% 18% 1%

https://refed.org/articles/approaching-2025-checking-in-on-global-food-waste-reduction-efforts/

https://refed.org/articles/approaching-2025-checking-in-on-global-food-waste-reduction-efforts/
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How did Massachusetts 
make inroads?

The state created statewide 
infrastructure for compost.
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TREND #2

Focus on Household Food 
Waste



FOOD RESCUE HERO  |  foodrescuehero.org

Focus on Households

➔ National Strategy on 
Food Loss and Waste

➔ State focus on 
consumer education

➔ Existing studies 
(ReFed, Waste Expo)

➔ New funding

Education Academic Research Products
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TREND #3

Charitable Giving
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Q3 2023

Q3 2024
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TREND #4

The End of ARPA & SLFRF
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Post-Pandemic

ARPA funds ending
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Post-pandemic

The American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) is a 
$1.9 trillion relief bill signed into law in 
March 2021 that provided a lifeline for local 
governments through its State and Local 
Fiscal Recovery Funds (SLFRF) program, 
which awarded every municipality a portion 
of $65.1 billion in funding. The funds are 
intended to help governments respond to and 
recover from the COVID-19 pandemic. 

With five months left until the December 31, 
2024 obligation deadline, local governments 
must obligate funding now or return the funds.
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TREND #5

Change in Federal Landscape
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Looking ahead to 

202
5
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Changing Federal Landscape
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Changing Federal Landscape

First Trump Administration
● Continued support of U.S. Food Loss and Waste 2030 Champions
● 2018 Winning on Food Waste Initiative
● 2020 Renewed interagency WFWI

Wait and see              Focus on the states
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Hitting 2030 goals

Focus on 
Infrastructure
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Hitting 2030 goals

● Failure of waste bans

● Misunderstanding how to scale

● Investment into the wrong things

Threats

● Growth of industry expertise

● Invest in food recovery

Opportunity
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Hitting 2030 goals

Industry Focus
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● Big & Sexy (shift in focus)

● Could mean drop in funding

● (NOT doing this is also a threat)

● We as an industry should look 
at how we can or are part of 
that already

OpportunityThreats

Focus on Households
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Hitting 2030 goals

Funding
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● Loss of federal funding 
opportunities

● Decrease in giving

● Earned revenue

● Individual giving

● Corporate giving

● Make the case better

OpportunityThreats

Post-pandemic / decrease in funding
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Next webinar Thursday, January 16th
2pm ET / 11am PT
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Making greater impact, together.

FoodRescueHero.org


